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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Applic 


Examiner 


Janice Krizek 


Art Unit 

3652 


- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE Tjf^E^ MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

. Extensions of tine may be available under the provisbns of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a repV be timely filed after SiX.(6) MONTHS from the 
mailing data of this communication. 

• If the pariod for rapty specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutocy minimun of thirty <30| days will be considered timely. 

- If NO pariod for raply is spw»fiad above, the maxinum statutory period will appV and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communicatfon. 

• Faaura to reply within the sat or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. $ 133). 

- Any reply racaivad by the Offica later than three months after the mailing data of this communication, even K trnaly filed, may reduce any 
aamad patent tami adjustmant. Sea 37 CFR 1.704(b|. 

Status 

1 1^ Resppnsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 30 ^ Z^^^ 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2blJ^ This action is non-final. 

3|D Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4)^ Claim(s) / ^ /Q is/are pending in the application. 


4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) ^ Claim(s) 

6) ^ Claim(s) 

?}□ Claim{s) 

8)D Claims 


is/are withdrawn from consideration, 

^ is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 


are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 


Application Papers 
9)^ The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawingis) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) ^ The proposed drawing correction filed on ^-Q-ZOO S is: a)B^approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action, 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner, 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)U Some* cjD None of : 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 

3. □ Copies of the certif ied copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
ajCl The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § § 1 20 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 1 □ Notice of References Chad (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summer/ (PT0.41 3) Paper No(s). 

21 □ Notice of Draftsparson's Patent Drawing fViviaw (PT0.948) . 51 □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-1 521 

3|02fofmBtion Ofsdosuia Statamafit(s) <PTai449» Paper No(s). / /^- ^ 6) □ Other: 
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1. The drawings are objected to because the reference numeral "75" has been used in Fig. 5 
to designate a wheel and in Fig. 7 to designate a foot. A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The recitation "a load sensor actuated by rotation of the platform as a load is applied", 
found in claim 1, is inaccurate and unclear. The load sensor is actuated in response to the weight 
of the platform, not the rotation of the platform. Also, it is not clear how the load is applied. To 
what structure is the load applied? 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent imless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 


Application/Control Number: 10/022,658 
Art Unit: 3652 


Pages 


5. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hamann et al. 
Hamann et al. disclose an external lift 16 for a scooter 14 including post 330, platform 12 

and load sensor 34. Re claims 2 and 3, note lock mechanism 300 of Hamann et al's. lift. Re claim 
4, note roller 52 coupled to platform 12 which engages ramp 58 of Hamann et al's. lift as depicted 
in Fig. 8 of Hamann et al. 

6. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bruno et al. 
Bruno et al. disclose an external lift 50 for a scooter 70 including post 80, platform 500 

and load sensor 222 (note column 9, lines 26-35 of Bruno et al.). Re claims 2 and 3, note lock 
mechanism 104, 220 of Bruno et al's. lift. Re claim 4, note roller 1 10 and ramp 104 of Bruno et 
al's. lift. Re claim 5, note the hold down 600 of Bruno et al's. lift. 

7. Claims 6-10 are allowable. 

8. Applicant's arguments filed May 30, 2003 have been fijlly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to the teachings of the applied references, applicant states that the load 
sensors disclosed in Bruno et al. and Hamann et al. are actuated in response to platform elevation 
rather than the claimed platform rotation. However, the load sensors of Bruno et al. and Hamann 
et al. are in fact actuated in response to both platform elevation and the weight of the platform 
during elevation. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Janice Krizek whose telephone number is (703) 308-2026. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays through Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis, can be reached at (703) 308-3248. The central official fax number is 
(703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 


jlk %'lf-03 

August 1 1, 2003 /^Janice L. Krizek 

Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 


